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ABSTRACT. We prove concavity properties for solutions to anisotropic quasi-
linear equations, extending previous results known in the Euclidean case. We
focus the attention on nonsmooth anisotropies and in particular we also allow
the functions describing the anisotropies to be not even.

1. Introduction. A natural question in the framework of nonlinear elliptic PDEs
is whether a solution inherits some qualitative properties from it domain of def-
inition. Starting from [25] extensive research has been developed in order to de-
duce symmetry of solutions from the symmetry of the domain, via the so called
Alexandroff-Serrin moving plane method. But when the symmetry of the domain
is dropped, one may wonder if the solutions still exhibit some convexity proper-
ties just from the convexity of their domain. As it turns out, classical concavity
of, say, positive solutions with zero Dirichlet boundary conditions is often rather
demanding: it can be achieved for the torsion problem

—Au=1 inQ

1
u=20 on 092, (1)

for example, only for convex 2 which are suitably small perturbations of ellipsoids
[29] (see also [18]) and the first eigenfunctions of the Dirichlet Laplacian are actually
never concave, in any convex domain [32, Remark 3.4]. One may instead look for
quasi-concavity of positive solutions in convex domains, meaning that all their super-
level sets are convex. This is usually accomplished by requiring that for a suitable
strictly increasing functions ¢ the composition ¢(u) is concave, a property called
p-concavity of u. Indeed, in the seminal paper [37] it is shown that the solution
of the torsion problem (1) for Q convex is such that \/u is concave and in [12] the
authors show that the logarithm of a first positive eigenfunctions of the Dirichlet
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Laplacian is always concave if the domain is convex. More generally, for the positive
solution of

—Au=uf inQ
u=>0 on 012,

in a convex Q, the power u!=#)/2 is concave for any 3 € [0, 1], the 0-th power being
formally identified with logwu, see [33, 34]. These last two investigations, based on
the so-called concavity function method, gave birth to a rich research field on quasi-
convexity properties of solutions to PDEs in the eighties, and we refer to [32] for the
relevant bibliography. The concavity function method was also successfully applied
to quasilinear equation of p-Laplacian type in [40]. Another approach to deduce
quasi concavity is to couple the classical continuity argument with the constant
rank method initiated in [15], ensuring strict convexity of suitable tranformations
of u. Unfortunately, this technique requires solutions to be at least C? and is
not applicable to problems driven by p-Laplacian. Later, a new approach to these
problems, the convex envelope method, was introduced in [3] in the framework of
viscosity solutions to fully nonlinear PDEs.

Recent contributions. These three strategies for investigating convexity prop-
erties of solutions to PDEs have been revisited, extended and modified in various
ways. In the resulting vast literature, representative contributions are for instance
[27, 26] for the concavity function method, [35, 8] for the constant rank one and
[19, 9, 30] for the convex envelope one.

More recently, a general class of reactions f ensuring quasi-concavity of the
positive solutions of

{—Au = f(u) inQ @)

u=0 on 01},

(and more generally of quasi-linear problems involving the p-Laplace operator) has
been singled out in [10, 11], providing a precise connection on how the quasi-
concavity of the solution is affected by the nonlinear term f through the above
mentioned ¢. Indeed, the class of continuous increasing ¢ can be partially ordered
in a natural way according to their concavity, and one of the goals of [10] was, given
f obeying suitable conditions, to determine a “minimally concave” ¢ ensuring -
concavity of the solutions of the corresponding quasilinear problem. Note that, for
general positive reactions f, quasi-concavity of positive solutions of (2) can fail for
some smooth convex €2, as shown in [28].

In [2] the optimality of the assumptions of [10] was discussed and the results were
then extended to cover positive solutions to the quasi-linear problem

—div(a(u)Du) + %a’(u)|Du\2 = f(u)

(coupled with zero boundary conditions), related to the so called modified nonlinear
Schrédinger equation, under suitable joint hypothesis on « and f.

Another direction recently investigated in the literature is the quasi-concavity of
the solutions if the nonlinearity is perturbed [14] or if the equation is nonautonomous
in the diffusion or on the source term, like in the second order semilinear problem

—Tr (A(z) D*u) = a(z) u”,
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see [1]. Finally, strict quasi-concavity of positive solutions to

—Apu = f(u) inQ
u=20 on 0f)

has also been investigated, despite the above mentioned failure of the constant rank
theorem in the p-Laplacian framework. In fact, once concavity of a suitable smooth
strictly monotone transformation ¢(u) is achieved, the constant rank theorem can
be applied outside the maximum points of u, since the latter is sufficiently regular
there. The problem is thus reduced to prove uniqueness of the maximum point of u
and we refer to [11] for the relevant literature and open questions in the quasilinear
setting.

Equations considered. In this paper, given a bounded convex Q C RV, we
investigate the quasi-concavity of positive solutions of
—div (DH(Du)) = f(u) inQ (3)
u=0 on 092,

where H is a continuous convex p-homogenous function for some fixed p > 1 vanish-
ing only at the origin and f is continuous and fulfils suitable concavity conditions
detailed below. We are particularly interested in the case where H is not even and
possibly non-smooth, in which case (3) requires a suitable variational formulation
due to the possible lack of differentiability of H.

When H is even, the operator appearing on the right of (3) is also known as the
Finsler p-Laplacian, since the corresponding kinetic energy

w /Q H(Du) da

has density which can be expressed as
H(Du) = ®(Du)?

for a suitable Finsler norm ®. Clearly, when the norm is the standard Euclidean
one, we are reduced to the usual p-Laplacian.

This kind of energies can be used to model several anisotropic phenomena related
to physics and biology [4]. In materials science and chemistry a central role is
played by non-smooth Finsler norms in order to describe the behavior of crystalline
microstructures [7, 41]. Non-smooth Finsler norms are also used in control theory
to describe the cost functional in some optimization problems [22]. Moreover, in
differential geometry it is possible to consider non-even energy densities H, as for
instance those related to Randers metrics, which have applications also in relativity
[39].

Problem (3) and the qualitative properties of its solutions has been thoughtfully
investigated in recent years under the assumption that H is smooth and its corre-
sponding Finsler norm has strongly convex unit ball, see for instance [16, 17, 20, 21].
Even under these more stringent assumptions, however, the quasi-concavity of so-
lutions to (3) (in relation with suitable assumptions on the reaction f) was not
generally known, although the results of [3] and [9] could be, at least formally,
applied to get concavity properties of the solutions.

Note that (3) has to be understood, for crystalline non-differentiable energies,
in weak sense either as a differential inclusion or as minimisation property of the
corresponding energy. This will be made precise in the forthcoming paragraph. The
regularity of solutions of (3) is therefore very poor, at best C*(Q) for some a € 0, 1],
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and this poses serious issues in the direct applicability of the aforementioned meth-
ods. It is worth noting that even when H is smooth away from the origin, as for
instance in the model case of the p-Laplacian whose corresponding solutions enjoy
better regularity, the convex envelope technique of [3] still runs into problems. The
very notion of viscosity solution is quite different from the standard one, and the co-
incidence of weak and viscosity solutions for general quasilinear degenerate/singular
equations is object of contemporary research, mainly built around the ideas of [31].
We are not aware of any result of this kind for the general crystalline case we are
considering in the present investigation.

Main result. In order to state our main result, given a continuous f € C°(R),
set

t
F(ty= [ f(s)ds
0
and let ¢ be
t

o) = [ Pl s, (4)
which is well defined on ]0, M¢] N R, for
My =inf{t > 0: f(t) <0} (5)

(in most instances we will actually have My = +00). Note that in general ¢ may
be unbounded near 0 and also possibly near some ¢ > My. In order to deal with
possibly non-smooth convex H, we restrict to special variational solutions of (3),
namely minimisers of the corresponding energy

{weW&’p(Q):wZO}BwHJ(w):/Q%H(Dw)—F(w)dx. (6)

This is not restrictive, since if H is differentiable and f fulfils the additional re-
quirements specified in the statement below, any positive solution of (3) turns out
to minimise (6).

Theorem 1.1. Suppose that H € C°(RYN) is convex, positively p-homogeneous and
vanishes only at the origin, while f € C*(]0, My]), R)NC°([0, 0o, R) fulfils M; > 0.
Let u € Wy P(Q) be a non-negative, nontrivial minimiser for (6).

Assume that

1. F¥ is concave and F/f is convex on |0, M/]
and one of the following conditions

(2p) H is strictly convex
(2p) t — F(tY/P) is strictly concave.

Then u < My and the function v = ¢(u) is concave in Q, where ¢ is given in (4).

Comments on the statement.

e We are not assuming any regularity or evenness hypothesis on H in Theorem
1.1. This lack of regularity and symmetry on H forces us to build suitable
tools such as comparison principles and Hopf type Lemma without relying on
PDE arguments and are therefore, as far as we know, new.

e Due to the assumed p-positive homogeneity of H, its strict convexity is equiv-
alent to the strict convexity of {H < 1}. Note that in general the strong
convexity of {H < 1} (meaning that the principal curvature of its boundary
are positively bounded from below) is required to get classical C1'* regularity
of the corresponding solution.
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e By elementary means, one can show that if ¢t — F/P(t) is concave, so is
t = F(t'/P), which in turn means that ¢t — f(t)/t"P~! is non-increasing, a
common notion in Brezis-Oswald uniqueness type results, cfr. [13, 24].

o If H € C*(RN) and t +— F(t'/P) is concave it will turn out that any solution
of (3) is actually a non-negative minimiser for J. This fact can be proved
(see (29)) in the more general framework of possibly non-differentiable H, by
using the notion of energy critical point developed in Section 3 and inspired
by [23].

e Either of condition (2y) and (2F) above, coupled with the concavity of ¢t —
F(t'/?) implies that the non-negative minimisers of .J are essentially unique.
More precisely, either ¢ — F(t!/P) is linear and w is a first Dirichlet positive
eigenfunction minimising the corresponding Rayleigh quotient (see (7) below),
or u is the unique non-negative minimiser of J on I/VO1 P(Q). This has been
proved in [38], see Proposition 3.4 for a precise statement.

e Existence of non-negative minimisers (or, equivalently, of non-negative criti-
cal points) for J can be characterised in terms of the asymptotic behaviour
at 0 and 4oo of t + f(t)/tP~!, assuming it is non-increasing. This is the
content of a Brezis-Oswald type result proved in Proposition 3.3 below, which
complement the results of [38].

e Assumption (1) can be weakened to
(1)t f(t)/tP71 is non increasing and t — e~/ f(e?) is convex
allowing to establish log-concavity of w. This follows coupling the arguments
in [10] with tools developed in this manuscript. Note that (1) implies (1'),
but in this case if p-concavity is strictly stronger that log-concavity.

e The assumption f € C*(]0, My]) is a technical one. Indeed, from the convexity
of F/ f and the positivity of f in |0, M| one infers that f € Lip,.(]0, My[) so
that we actually require a Holder control at My alone.

Applications.

e A natural choice for the energy density is H(z) = |z|P for given r € [1,00] and
p € ]1, 00[, where |z|, denotes the ¢” norm on RY. Note that with this choice
{H < 1} is never strongly convex unless r = 2, but H is strictly convex for
any r € |1,00], so that assumption (1) on the reaction suffices to get quasi-
concavity of the corresponding solutions of (3). If » = 1 or oo, H fails to be
strictly convex and assumption (2z) is needed to obtain quasi-concavity of
the minimisers.

In the non-even setting we can choose any convex, bounded, open K C
RY containing 0 (but not necessarily symmetric) and consider its Minkowski
functional

O(z)=inf{t >0:z/t € K}.

defining the energy density as H = ®P. The resulting H fulfils (2y) as long
as K is strictly convex.

e Given p > 1, the typically used reaction is F(t) = ct? for 1 < ¢ < p, ¢ > 0,
which then fulfils (1) and (2r) above. In this case, given any convex, positively
p-homogeneous H vanishing only at the origin and a convex bounded Q C RY,
a non-negative minimiser u of .J has the property that u(?~9/4 is concave. In
this case, since (25) holds true, H may fail to be strictly convex allowing
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for example to establish the power-concavity of the minimisers of the non-
homogeneous Rayleigh quotient

/|Du|§odx
inf { 2y e W)\ {0}
. 0

([r)

for any ¢ € [1,2[ and convex, bounded 2.
Other explicit examples where (27) holds true, thus allowing such a generality
for H, can be found in [10, Section 2].

e Another application of our main result is when w is a first Dirichlet positive
eigenfunction of a convex bounded domain 2, thus minimising the homoge-
neous Rayleigh quotient

/H(Du) dx
A Q) =infQ 22— cu e WyP(Q)\ {0}, u>05. (7)

J

Then F(t) = AIH(Q) tP /p and w is log-concave as long as H is strictly convex.
Note that F fulfils (1) in this case, but not (2r), and that the requirement
u >0 in (7) is needed since H may fail to be even.

A sample consequence is the log-concavity of the first positive Dirichlet
eigenfunction of the pseudo p-Laplacian studied in [5], solving

N
—Aju=— Z |0;ulP~205u = Ay p(Q) uP ™!
i=1
for p € ]1,00[. The energy-density of the corresponding kinetic energy is
H(z) = |z|b which, as already noted, is strictly convex but {H < 1} is not
strongly convex.

Sketch of proof. The proof of Theorem 1.1 relies on a two-steps approximation
tailored on both H and F. First we smooth out H, by keeping its positive p-
homogeneity and ensuring a form of strong p-ellipticity that the original H may
not have. The uniqueness (up to scalar multiples when ¢t — F(t'/?) is linear) of
the minimiser proved in Section 3 is key to grant the convergence of the minimisers
corresponding to the smoothed functional to the original one. Thus we are reduced
to prove @-concavity of a minimiser v when H is smooth and p-elliptic. Standard
regularity theory ensures in this setting up to C1'®(Q) regularity, but since H is not
assumed to be even, nor can be its regularisations. An appropriate and apparently
new anisotropic version of the Hopf Lemma is proved in subsection 4.2 and turns
out to be essential for the second regularisation procedure, since we can infer from
it uniform C? bounds in an inner thin strip arbitrarily near the boundary of €.
A family of different approximating problem is then built, whose corresponding
minimisers are globally C2. The form of this approximation (see (47)) has be to
chosen carefully, in order to ensure that classical results of Kennington and Korevaar
can be applied under conditions involving solely the reaction f. Then the strategy
of Sakaguchi [40] can be employed, namely to consider separately the concavity
function related the corresponding solutions far from 02 and on the boundary of
the aforementioned strip, where uniform C? bounds are available. By passing to
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the limit, this allows to conclude the concavity of ¢(u) on any strongly convex
subdomain sufficiently close to €2, and thus the theorem.

As a final point of interest it may be worth mentioning some cases which, despite
natural, are not covered by Theorem 1.1. One may consider the crystalline, 2-
homogeneous energy H(z) = |z|% and given a convex  C R2, look for a positive
minimiser u € W, %(Q) of the Rayleigh quotient (7). Note that H is not strictly
convex and F(t'/2) = \; g(Q)t/2 is not strictly concave, thus we are not able to
prove through Theorem 1.1 that logu is concave, as one may naively guess. The
reason, as should be clear from the previously described proof of Theorem 1.1, is
that we don’t known wether the corresponding eigenvalue is simple, a fact that may
well be false for some convex (2.

Notations. In the paper ¢ and C (eventually with subscripts) denote constants
which are allowed to vary from line to line; their dependance on various parameters
will be outlined only when relevant to the proof. For ¢t € R we denote t; = max{t,0}
and ¢_ = max{—t,0}.

For a,b € RY we denote by (a,b) the standard Euclidean scalar product, by |a
the Euclidean norm and by a ® b the matrix whose entries are (a ® b);; = a;b;.
Recall that, for v,w € RN, there holds:

(a®bv,w) = (b,v) (a,w).

For a measurable £ C RY we let |E| be its N-dimensional Lebesgue measure and
for p > 1, the LP(E) norm of a measurable u : £ — R will be denoted by ||ul|,
when omitting the domain E of u causes no confusion.

2. Preliminary results.

2.1. Main assumptions. Throughout the paper Q will be an open subset of RY
with finite measure, often assumed to be convex and bounded. Recall that a strongly
convex set is a smooth convex set such that the principal curvatures of 0} are
positive. Clearly, any strongly convex € is strictly convex, but the opposite may
not be true.

Moreover, H : RY — [0, 00[ will denote a continuous convex function, obeying
at least the one-sided bound

1
H(:) > & 2P (3)

A strengthening of the previous condition will be often assumed, namely

1

o 1P < H(z) < Clzf (9)
and in many instances H will be additionally required to be positively p-homogeneous
(p > 1), meaning

H(tz) =t" H(z) vt >0,z € RV,

Any such H clearly obeys (9).

The reaction f belongs to C°(R), is even and satisfies the one-sided growth
condition

fey<c@t+1)  t>0 (10)

as well as My > 0, where My is given in (5), (possibly My = +00). Let us remark
that the evenness condition on f is assumed only for convenience, since we are
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interested in non-negative critical points for the corresponding functional. Given
such a function, we will set

F(t) :/0 f(s)ds.
and ,
Fot) = max{0, (1)}, Fy(t) = / f4(s) ds.

Note that we are making a slight abuse of notation here as Fy (t) # (F(t))+. We
will often assume (see e. g. the following paragraph) that F'/? is concave on [0, M.
Note that from the concavity of F'/P on [0,00[ we readily infer (10) and, more
importantly the following condition

ft)

R+9t’—>tp7_1

is non-increasing, (11)

which in turn is equivalent to the concavity of t — F(t'/?) on R,.. Note that the
opposite implication is not true, i.e.t — F(t'/?) may be concave but ¢ — F'/P(t)
may fail to be concave, see [10, Remark 3.4].

2.2. Concavity function. Given a continuous function v : 2 — R with ) convex,
its convezity function c: Q x Q x [0,1] — R is defined as

co(@,y,t) =tv(x) + (1 —t)ov(y) —v(tz+ (1 —t)y).

Clearly, v is concave in 2 if and only if ¢, < 0 in its domain. We recall the following
fundamental properties of the concavity function and its relation with solutions of
PDE. Recall that a function g : G C R™ — R with G convex is called harmonic
concave if for any z,y € G such that g(z) + g(y) > 0 it holds

rz+y
(9(@) +9(v) 9(—5~) = 29(2) 9(v)
If g is positive, this is equivalent to the convexity of 1/g.

Proposition 2.1 ([27]). Let Q be bounded and conver in RN, N > 2 and v € C?()
solve

—Tr (A(Dv) D*v) = b(z, v, Dv)
where A € CYRN , RN*N) fulfills for some 0 < A < A < o0
AMEP < (A(2) €6 < AJ¢P for all z,£ € RN
while (z,t,&) — b(x,t,£) is continuous, differentiable with respect to x and & and
Db, Ocb € LS. (2 x R x RY).

If
1. t— b(z,t,€) is non-increasing on v(QY) for any (x,&) € Q x Dv(Q)
2. (x,t) = b(x,t,&) is harmonic concave on 2 x v(Q) for any & € RN

then ¢, cannot attain a positive interior mazimum in § x Q x [0, 1].

Proof. This is a rephrasement of [27, Theorem 2.1] applied to & = —v with /1(5) =
A(=€), b(z,t,€) = b(x, —t,—&). The proof in [27] uses the C* regularity of both A
and b to prove that the convexity function
oty @)+ 0(y)
e

(12)



FINSLER p-LAPLACE TYPE EQUATIONS 3677

satisfies a differential inequality ensuring that it cannot attain a positive interior
maximum in © x 2. The same proof shows that for any given t € [0, 1], the function

(@,y) = otz + (1 -t)y) —td(z) — (1 —1)d(y)
cannot attain a positive maximum in Q x €. This stronger statement a fortiori
implies that

(z,y,t) = 0(tx+ (1 —t)y) —to(x) — (1 - ) 0(y)
cannot attain a positive interior maximum in Q x Q x [0, 1]. We will show how to
remove the regularity assumption on b in the proof of [27] for the the convexity
function (12). To this end, note that it suffices to study the convexity function near
points (z,y) €  x Q such that

o +y) _ O(x) +0(y)
2 2

which form an open set by continuity. The only point where the regularity of
t— bz, t,€) (lacking in our setting) is used is applying Lagrange theorem to deduce
the inequality

>0, (13)

for suitable d(z,y) > 0, where z = (z + y)/2. However, this inequality is only
needed at points (z,y) € Q x Q fulfilling (13), in which case it is certainly true with
d = 0 regardless of the regularity of b(z, -, &), since b is non-decreasing. O

l;(z, b(z), Di(z)) > l;(z,

In the following, given Q C RN and 6 > 0, we set
Qs = {z € Q:0 < dist(z,00)}. (14)
Proposition 2.2 ([34], Lemma 2.4). Suppose that Q is smooth, bounded and strongly
conver and u € C1(Q2) N C*(Q\ Q) for some n > 0 is such that
ou

u>0 in €, u=0 on 0Q, 8—n>0 on O0f). (15)
If ¢ € C*(Ry;R) fulfils
. . t) P
" <0< mear0,  lim —— = 1 2D _ gy 20 16
¢ <0<y neard, a8 o' (t) 130t o' (t) 130t o) (16)
set v =(u). Then there exists § € |0,n| such that
D*vw <0 onQ)\ Qs (17)
and for all xg € Q\ Qs and v € Q\ {zo} it holds
v(xo) + (Dv(zg),x — x0) > v(2). (18)

Proof. The proof of (17) is in [34, Lemma 2.4, fact 2]. Let then o > 0 be such that
D?v < 0in Q\ Qs,. We give another proof of (18) since the last part of [34, Lemma
2.4] is a bit obscure. Let

Az = {z € Q:v(xg) + (Dv(x0), 2 — 20) < 0(2)}.
Fix 61 = 01(do, ) € ]0, do[ such that
xzo € Q, dist (z9,002) <61 = Bs,(x0) NQCQ\ Q. (19)
We then claim that for sufficiently small § < d; (depending on u as well) it holds
xo € Q, dist (z0,00) <d = A, C Bs,(zo) N (20)
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Before proving the claim, let us note that it implies (18) thanks to (19) and the
strict concavity of v in the convex open set Bs, (x¢) N2 granted by (17), which force
Amg = {LL'()}

We prove (20) by contradiction, thus assuming that there exists 6, | 0, =, €
Q\ Qs, and y,, € Q such that

‘yn - xn| > 01, U(xn) + (Dv(mn)vyn - xn) < ’U(yn)
By compactness we can suppose x,, — = € 9Q and y,, — y € Q, with | — z| > ;.
Denoting by n(Z) the interior normal to 9 at Z, it holds
im(Du(zy), yn — xn) = (Du(Z),§ — T) = |Du(z)| (n(Z),§—Z) >0

by the strict convexity of 90 and (15). Therefore there exists 6 > 0 such that for
sufficiently large n it holds

(Du(xn)ayn - fn) > 0.

Recalling the definition of v, we thus have

! 7@(U($n)) u\xr — X = v\T v\x — T
¢ (utea)) (E8ED Do) =) ) = o) + (D) =)

< o(yn) = (u(yn))
so that for sufficiently large n

, plu) .
¢ (uten)) (S8 10) < plutun)

However, since u(z,) — 0, the left hand side goes to +oo by (16) while the right

and side is bounded from above (since ¢ is smooth on 0, 400 and increasing near
0). This proves claim (20) and then (18). O

Remark 2.3. The conditions in (16) can be slightly weakened, see [27, Lemma 3.1
and 3.2].

The next proposition shows the réle of condition (18) in analysing the boundary
behaviour of the convexity function. Notice that we will apply it for convex domains
slightly smaller than the domain of definition of the function v defined above, in
order to ensure that it is smooth up to the boundary.

Proposition 2.4 ([34], Lemma 2.1). Suppose that Q is smooth, bounded and strongly
convexr and n > 0. If v € CY(Q) fulfils (18) for all zg € IQ and x € Q, then c,
cannot attain a positive mazimum on O x ) x [0,1].

Clearly, condition (18) is not stable under C? convergence, but the conjunction
of (17) and (18) is, as has been observed in [10]. We report the argument therein
for sake of completeness.

Proposition 2.5. Let Q be smooth, bounded and strongly convex, n > 0 and let
v, € CHQ) N C2(Q\ Q) be such that v, — v in C*(Q) and in C*(Q\ Q). Ifv
fulfils (17) for some & € ]0,1] and (18) at all points o € 0Q and x € Q\ {zo} then,
for all sufficiently large n, v, fulfils them as well.

Proof. Clearly (17) holds true for sufficiently large n, which we’ll assume henceforth.
If (18) does not hold, for a (not relabelled) subsequence there are points x,, € 092
and y, € Q with y,, # =, and

U (Xn) + (DUp(20), yn — Tn) < Un(Yn)- (21)
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By the smoothness and strong convexity of 9§ we can find ¢ > 0 such that B.s(Z)N
0 C Q\ Q5. Let n be so large that B.s/2(x,) C Bes(T). Since v, is strictly concave
on the convex open set Bes/s(x,) N Q, the point y, cannot lie in Bes/o(z,), and
thus

|Zp — yn| > ¢d/2.

By taking a subsequence we can suppose that =, — Zo € 0Q, ¥, — Z € Q and from
the previous display we get |Zo — Z| > 0. Taking the limit in (21), we reach

v(@)o + (Dv(Zo), & — T0) Sv(7), Q3T # T €0,
contradicting assumption (18) for v. O

The previous Propositions will eventually be applied to v = p(u), with ¢ defined
asin (4), in a smaller domain ' C €. To this end, we recall the following elementary
facts from [10].

Lemma 2.6. Let f € C°([0, +oo[,R) fulfill (10). If F'/P is concave and F/f is
convex on )0, M¢] NR, with My as in (5), then

1. The function ¢ defined in (4) is invertible and fulfils (16) on |0, M/].

2. If = 71, then " /Y is non-increasing and ¢’ /" is convex on |0, p(Mg)[

3. Critical point theory. In this section we give a meaning to problem (3), which
at the moment is oddly defined as H may fail to be differentiable, by using the
notion of energy critical point. We then study the existence and uniqueness of the
corresponding energy critical points.

3.1. Energy critical points. Given a convex H € C°(RY) fulfilling (8) and an
even f € CY(R) obeying (10), the corresponding functional J will be defined as

J() = %H(Dv) — F(v)dz, veW,PQ).
Q
Note that J is always well defined and J(u) > —oc for all u € Wy P (Q), as (F(v)), €
LY(Q) for any v € WP (Q) (thanks to (10), the finite measure assumption on  and
Poincaré inequality) but, as (8) and (10) are only one-sided, the resulting J may
assume the value +00. Note that under assumption (10), J is anyway sequentially
l.s. c.in the weak topology of Wol’p(Q), as

7/QF(U) do = /Q(F(v))_ dzf/Q(F(v))erz

and the first term is 1.s. c. by Fatou lemma while the second is continuous by (10)
and the finite measure assumption on 2. As we are interested in non-negative
solutions of (3), we let

(Wo?(Q), = {v e WIP(Q) v > o}.

and define u € (Wy™(Q)) . to be a non-negative energy critical point for J on

(VVO1 () . if w minimises the corresponding semi-linearized convex functional

v Ju(v) = A ;1) H(Dv) — f(u)vdx (22)
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on (VVO1 () .- Alternatively, an energy critical point u for J on the full WyP(Q)
is a minimiser of (22) over

Vo= {0 e WP (@) (fw)v), € L'(Q)].

These different definitions of critical point, taken from [23], deserve some com-
ment. Note that J,, as defined in (22) is always well defined on (VVO1 () , under
assumption (10), thanks to the same argument as before and the condition v > 0.
This is not the case for .J, on the whole WO1 P(Q) and in this case the requirement
(f(w) v)+ € L'(Q) is needed.

Note, moreover, that as before (10) ensures that J,(u) > —oo while trivially
Ju(0) = 0, so that

ueCyor CY = H(Du) € L'(Q), f(uw)ue LY(9). (23)
The set of all energy critical points for J on (Wy*(2)) . and WP (), respec-

tively, will be denoted by C’j and C, respectively. By using the nonlinearity f
instead of f, we can define the functional

Ji(v) = ! H(Dv) — Fy(v)dz
Qb

and the consider corresponding critical points C;, and C’L.
Under quite general assumptions on f, all the previuos notions of critical points
coincide.

Lemma 3.1. Let Q C RY have finite measure, H be convex and obey (8) and
f € CO(R) be even, fulfil (10), and

F) >0 forlt <My, f®)<0 forlt] = M (24)
for some My > 0, with possibly My = +oo. Then
CJ:Cj:CLZZCJ+ (25)

and any energy critical points fulfils 0 <u < My

Proof. Denote by C' any one of the set C;, CJ+,Cj or CL. We can assume that f
does not vanishes identically, otherwise the claim is trivial as all the previous sets
are {0}. In this case, My > 0 in (24). We claim that

ueC = |u|l <M. (26)
Recalling (23), we test the minimality of u with v = min{u, M} to get

1 1
Q];H(Du) — flw)udx < Q];H(Dv) — f(u)vdz

:/ }H(Du)—f(u)udx—/ f(u) My dx.
{ {u>My;}

u<M;} P

(27)

Note from (24) and (23) that it holds

OS—/ f(u)Mfdacg—/ f(u)udz
{u>M;} {u>My}

so that all terms in (27) are finite and rearranging we get

/ 1H(Du)—f(u)(u—]\ff)dx§O
{fu>M;s} P
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proving that u < My thanks to (8) and (24). The same conclusion holds if f is
replaced by f4, hence (26) is proved if u € (W()l’p(ﬂ))+, so it suffices to consider
the case u € C' = C; or Cy,. But in this case, i(r) = —u(—z) € C, where Q is
replaced by —§2, so that the previous argument ensures @ < My, i.e.u > —Mjy,
which concludes the proof of (26) in all cases. Therefore f(u) = fy(u) > 0 for any

u € C, hence the functionals in (22) are the same for f or f. It follows that

Cy, =Cy, CL =C7.
Moreover, by [38, Corollary 3.6]', any u € C 7, is non-negative in 2, so that
Cy, € (WP (9),.
(Wol () . of the functional in (22) is equivalent to minimisation over the whole
WP (), since

Finally, again from f(u) > 0, we get that minimisation over

1H(Dv) — fw)vdx > 1H(Dmr) — f(u) vy da.
QP Qb

so that C’L = ;. and the proof is complete. O

By [38, Theorem 3.2 and Theorem 3.5], if Q is bounded, 02 is Lipschitz and
H fulfils the two-sided bound (9), any of the corresponding energy critical point

belongs to C*(Q), with o € ]0,1[ and its C*(Q) norm depends on |ul|,, 2 and
the structural constants appearing the bounds for H and f. Moreover, on each
connected component of € either u vanishes identically or it is strictly positive in
Q.

A particular reaction f and the corresponding energy critical points provide the
notion of first positive Dirichlet eigenfunction. More precisely, the number

AIH(Q) = inf{/ H(Dv)dz :v>0,]|v|, = 1}
Q

is called the first positive Dirichlet eigenvalue and the corresponding minimisers
are the normalised first positive Dirichlet eigenfunctions. The latter are the non-
negative energy critical points for J with f(t) = Af () P~

We finally prove the following form of the weak comparison principle, which holds
true under very mild assumptions on H and 2. It basically ensures that if u solves
(3) in ©Q and u solves —div (DH (Du)) =0in A C €, then u < u in A as long as the
inequality holds true on 0A. While usually this is deduced through a strong form
of convexity for H, here we deal with possibly non-strictly convex H.

Proposition 3.2. Let Q, H and f be as in the previous lemma and u € C’:}'. For
A CQ open, let u € WHP(A) be a minimiser of

w+WiP(A) s v / H(Dv)dx
A

such that (u —u)y € WyP(A). Then u > u in A.

Proof. Fix a representative of u and u, noting that using the assumption (u—u)y €
WP (A) this can be done in such a way that {u > u} C A. By the previous Lemma
we can use f; instead of f in the definition of J, hence we can assume f > 0.
By the previous Lemma it holds 0 < w < M/, with My given in (24), possibly
infinite. If M; is finite from (u — M)y < (u—u)y € WyP(A) we infer that

INote that only (8) is used in the proof of point 1 therein.
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min{u, M} = u— (u— M;); € u+ Wy (A), hence by the minimality of u againts
the competitor min{u, M} we find

/H(Dy) dxg/ H(Du) dx
A {u<My;}

therefore

/ H(Du)dx <0
{u>My}

and thus u < M; in A. Since W, *(A) € WyP(Q) by extending each element of
the former as 0 outside A, we can test the minimality of v against max{u,u} =
u+ (u—u)y € WyP(Q) for the functional in (22). This gives

1 1 1
A EH(DU) —f(wudz < /{u>u} Z;H(Dg) - f(u)udx+/{u<u} 5H(Du) — f(w)udx
so that, recalling (23),
/ 1 H(Du) — f(u)udz < / E H(Du) — f(u)udz. (28)
{u>u} P {u>u} P

On the other hand, by the minimality of u against the competitor min{u,u} =
w—(u—u)y €u+WyP(A), we have

/AH(DQ) < /{ugu} H(Du)dx + /{u>u} H(Du) dx

so that
/ H(Du)dx < / H(Du)dzx.
{u>u}

{u>u}

Inserting the latter into (28) and rearranging we obtain

/ f(u) (uw—u)de <0.
{u>u}

Since 0 < u < My and f(t) > 0 for ¢t € ]0, M|, the previous inequality forces
f(u)(w—u) =0a. e. on {u > u} and that equality holds in (28). In particular
a.e. point in {u > u} belongs to either {u = 0} or {u = My}. Beingu < Mjy a.e., the
second case cannot occur in a set of positive measure and thus {u > u} C {u = 0}NA
a.e..

The equality in (28) then reads

/ H(Du)dx = / H(Du) dx
{u>u} {u>u}

and the left hand side vanishes since Du = 0 a.e.on {u = 0}. Moreover, still from
{u>u} C{u=0}NA, wesee that u = (u — u); a.e.on A, hence

0= /{m} H(Du)dz = /AH(D(gfup_)dx

which implies that u < u a.e.in A by (8). O
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3.2. Existence and uniqueness. The existence of non-negative energy critical
points can be variationally characterised for H being positively p-homogeneous and
f fulfilling (11). Indeed, in this case [38, Theorem 5.3, point 1] provides

C7 = Argmin J (29)

where, by (25), the minimisation problem on the right can be equivalently settled
on either (W()l’p(Q))+ or Wy P(Q).

Necessary and sufficient conditions on f for the existence of positive critical
points under assumption (11) have been derived for 99 of class C? and H(z) = |z|P
(see [10, Proposition 3.8]) through the Hopf Lemma. Here we consider the case of
possibly non-smooth H and §2, so that the Hopf lemma does not hold.

Proposition 3.3. Let Q C RN be an open, connected set with finite measure,

H € CO°(RYN) be convex, positively p-homogeneous and vanishing only at the origin
and f € C°(R) be even and such that (11) holds true. Then either C; \ {0} consists
of first positive Dirichlet eigenfunctions or

Ci\{0}#0 <+ lim S0 T <A p(Q) < lim @. (30)

t—+oo tP—

Proof. Suppose that

)\t () < lim

Hoo = tilgloo Py

holds true. Then for a fixed € € |0 )\1 1 () — poo[ there exists tg > 0 such that
P
F(t) < (A () —e) > for t > tg
hence for any v € (I/[/'Ol’p(ﬂ))Jr it holds

J(v) > 1H(Dv)dav—/

Fv)dx —( )\fH )—¢) /—dx
Qp ”USto

so that by the definition of )\TH(Q)

J(v) > H Dv)dx — sup F |Q|
p)‘lH [0,20]

which implies coercivity of J on (Wo P(Q)), thanks to (9) (which still holds true
under the present, weaker assumption on H). Therefore J admits a minimiser
u € CF(Q). To prove that u # 0, note that from o > )\iH(Q) we infer that for
some positive ¢ and t;

F(t) > (A () + ) % for t € [0,41].

Therefore, if w is a first positive normalised Dirichlet eigenfunction (which is
bounded), for sufficiently small ¢t > 0 we have

P

p
J(tw)§t—/H(Dw)—()\fH(Q)—&—E)wpdw:—st—<0.
P Jo ’ p

Thus J(u) < 0 and u € C} \ {0}.
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Vice-versa, suppose that u € Cj \ {0} and that w is not a first positive Dirichlet
eigenfunction. By [38, Corollary 2.7] it holds

H(Du)dz = | f(u)udx
0 Q

so by the definition of /\1+H(Q) and (11)

/\iH(Q)/Qupda:S/QH(Du)dx—/Qf(u)ud:E—/Q;fﬂgl_qupdxg,uo/Qupdx,

proving that ug > /\fH(Q) and furthermore that po > )\IH(Q), since otherwise the
previous inequalities are all equalities, forcing

fO) =X g(@  onu(Q),
i.e.that v is a first positive Dirichlet eigenfunction. To prove that peo < )\f’ 7 (),
recall that for any bounded v € (V[/OLP(Q))Jr it holds (see [38, eq. (5.7)])

[ Hoytes [ 18 00,

and in particular the integrand on the right is in L(2). Choosing v to be a first
positive Dirichlet eigenfunction in the previous inequality, we obtain by (11)

u
AIH(Q)/Updx: H(v)dx > %Updxzuoo/vpdx
0 Q Q Q

so that piee < )\1’: () and, as before, equality holds if and only if u is a first positive
Dirichlet eigenfunction. O

Regarding uniqueness, we recall the following result from [38, Theorem 5.3].

Proposition 3.4. Under the assumptions of the previous proposition, let u € Cj'\
{0}. Then either u is a first positive Dirichlet eigenfunction or w is the unique
positive energy critical point for J in the following cases:

1. H is strictly conver

2.t f(t)/tP~Y is strictly decreasing on u(S2).
Moreover, if H is strictly convex the first positive Dirichlet eigenvalue is simple,
meaning that any other first positive Dirichlet eigenfunction is a positive scalar
multiple of u.

4. Regularised problems. In this section we construct regular problems approx-
imating (3) and derive the relevant regularity properties of the solutions, together
with their boundary behaviour.

4.1. Approximation scheme.
Lemma 4.1. Let G € C*(RY) be such that
G(0) =0, D2G(z) > A\Id Vz e RN,
for fixed A > 0 and set
O(z) =inf {t > 0: G(z/t) <1}.
Then ® € C=(RN \ {0}), is positively 1-homogeneous and
(D*®(2) v,v) > |2, Vz,v such that ®(z) =1, (DP®(z),v) =0 (31)
for A>0 depending on G and .
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Proof. The assumptions on G ensure that the latter is strongly convex, so that @,
being the Minkowski functional of {G < 1}, is automatically C°°(R™ \ {0}) and
positively 1-homogeneous. By construction it holds {G =1} = {® = 1} and
G(z/®(2)) =1 Vz#0
which, differentiated, gives
DG(z/9(2))  D®(2) (DG(2/9(2)), 2)
D(z) 2(z)

=0,
or
®(2) DG(z/®(2)) = DP(2) (DG(2/®(2)),2) . (32)

Differentiating once more, we obtain for ®(z) =1

D®(z) ® DG(z) + D*G(z) (Id — 2z ® D®(z))

= (DG(z),2) D*®(z) + D®(2) ® (DG(z) + 2 D*G(z) (Id — 2 ® D®(z))) .
For such z’s, if v obeys (D®(z),v) = 0, we have

D*G(z)v = (DG(z),2) D*®(z)v+ D®(2) (2 D*°G(2),v)
and taking the scalar product with v provides by (D®(z),v) =0
(D*G(z)v,v) = (DG(z),2) (D*®(z)v,v).

The claim is thus proved with
A

A= :
SuP{g=1} (DG(2),2)

O

Proposition 4.2. Let Q C RY be open, connected and with finite measure. Suppose
that
1. H : RN — [0, +o00[ is convez, positively p-homogeneous and vanishes only at
the origin
2. f € C°R) is even and fulfils (11)
and that either the convezity of H or the monotonicity of Ry >t — f(t)/tP~! are
strict. If u € CF \ {0} is not a first positive Dirichlet eigenfunction, there ezists a
sequence of convez, positively p-homogeneous H,, € C1(RN) N C>(RN \ {0}) such
that
A [0l [2[P72 < (D2Ho(2) 0,0) < Ay [v]? [2[P72 (33)

for 0 < A\, < A, and corresponding u,, € C}Ln with
1
In(v) = / — H,(Dv) — F(v)dx
b

such that w, — u in WyP(Q).

Proof. Fix an even ¢ € C2°(By; [0, 00]) such that ||¢|l; = 1 and set, for a sequence
en 4 0, on(2) = e,V p(z/e,). By Jensen inequality it holds ¢, * H > H and for
each n the function ¢,, * H is smooth and convex. We can then set
2
z
Gal2) = o H(2) +e0
so that each G,, is convex as well and it holds

G.>H, G,—H inC).(RY). (34)
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Define the convex sets
K,={2:G,(2) <1} C{H <1} =K.
Thanks to (34) and (9) there exists ¢ > 0 such that for sufficiently large n it holds
Bs(0) € Ko, (35)
so that for such n’s we can then let ®,, be the Minkowski functional of K, and

similarly define ® as the Minkowski functional of K := {H < 1} (notice that then
H = ®P). Being K,, C K it holds ®,, > ® and from (35) we infer

D (2) < |2]/6 (36)
for all sufficiently large n. Given z # 0, from
1 = Gn(2/Pn(2))
and the local uniform convergence of GG, to H, we infer that any limit point p € R
of the bounded sequence (®,(2)) fulfils H(z/p) = 1, i.e.u = ®(z). Therefore, a

sub-subsequence argument ensures that ®,, — ® point-wise and thus, being each
®,,, as well as ®, convex and finite, locally uniformly on RY. Finally set
Hn(z) = ¢£)L(Z)7
which, by (36), satisfies
P
H,(2) < % vz e RY (37)
for any sufficiently large n. By construction, each H,, is smooth on RV \ {0}, strictly
convex and positively p-homogeneous. Since D?G,, > ¢, Id, by Lemma 4.1 ®,, has
strongly convex unit ball in the sense that (31) holds true, so that (33) follows from
[21, Proposition 3.1]. Moreover, by the previous analysis of the sequence ®,, it
holds
H, > H, H, — H in CP_(R")
so that in particular J, > J. By Proposition 3.3, (30) holds true, hence J,, has a
nontrivial non-negative energy critical point u,,. By the variational characterisation
(29) and Proposition 3.4, u,, is the unique minimiser for .J,, on (W()l’p(Q))+, hence
in particular J,(u,) < 0. By (30), for a suitable 6 € ]0, 1[ there exists L > 0 such
that
f) <N (@~ fort > L,
so that for ¢ > 0 it holds

P
F(t) <ON ()= + L sup 1.
p [0,L]

By H,, > H, the definition of )\f’H(Q) and (9) we thus infer

O (Q

L() / u? de — C|9)|
p Q

21;9/H(Dun)d%om\zﬂ/|Dun|1’dxf0|§z|.
p Q Cp Ja

1
0> Jn(un) > J(up) > ’ /QH(Dun)dx —

Therefore (u,) is bounded in VVO1 P(Q). Suppose, up to subsequences, that u, —
U € (W()l’p(Q))+. From the lower semicontinuity of J, J,, > J and the minimality
of u, we get

J(u) <lim J(u,) < lim J, (uy,) < lim J,(u). (38)

n n n
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Finally, by (37) and dominated convergence

lim [ H,(Du)dx = | H(Du)dx
noJa Q

so that
J(u) < lm J,(u) = J(u).

n

Since by (29) u is a minimiser for J, so is @, and using again Proposition 3.4 grants
U= u. O

We also provide a similar approximation scheme for first Dirichlet positive eigen-
functions.

Proposition 4.3. Let Q@ C RN be open, connected and with finite measure and
H :RY — [0, 4o00[ be strictly convex and positively p-homogeneous. If u is a first
positive Dirichlet eigenfunction for )\fH(Q), there exists a sequence of convex, posi-

tively p-homogeneous H,, € C1(RN)NC>(RN\{0}) obeying (33) and corresponding
first positive Dirichlet eigenfunctions u, such that u, — u in Wol’p(ﬂ).

Proof. By Proposition 3.4 the strict convexity of H ensures that the eigenvalue
AiH () is simple, so we can normalise and suppose that ||u||, = 1. For H, : RN —
R defined as in the previous proof, consider the first positive Dirichlet eigenfunctions
uy, associated to H,, normalised with unitary L” norm. Fix v € C2°(€) such that
|lv|l, = 1 and recall that H,, — H in C _(RY), hence

loc

lim /Q H,(Dv)dz = /Q H(Dv) dz

Since by the definition of w,, it holds
1
/ H,(Dv)dz > / H,(Du,)dz > — / |Du,, |P dx
Q Q C Ja

hence (uy) is bounded in W, "*(€2) and we can suppose that u,, — @ and llall, =1
by the compactness of W, () < LP(€2). The chain of inequalities (38) still holds
true, proving that u is a first positive Dirichlet eigenfunction and then that u = u
by the simplicity of /\f 1 (Q) stated in Proposition 3.4. O

In [16] is proved an Hopf Lemma for a class of anisotropic operators, where the
function giving the anisotropy is even. In the sequel we extend the result to the
case of a not even anisotropy.

4.2. Hopf Lemma. Let ® € C*°(RY \ {0}) be convex, positively 1-homogeneous
and such that

{® <1} is bounded and strongly convex. (39)
The polar of ® is
9°(2) = sup {(¢, 2) : (£) < 1}
and ®° has the same regularity of ® and, for any x # 0, it holds [6]:
O(DP°(x)) =1=2°(DP(x)), (40)

O(z) DP°(DP(x)) = = ¢°(x) DO(DP°(x)). (41)
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Lemma 4.4. For ® as given and r > 0 set
A, ={z e RY :r > ®°(x) > 1/2}, (42)
where
O°(x) = ®°(—x).

For any m > 0 there exists u € C%(A,.) such that

div (®P~*(Du) D®(Du)) =0 in A,

u=m on {®° =r/2}

u = 07 anﬂ >0 on {(i)o = T}
where n is the inner normal to {®° < r}.

Proof. We choose u(x) = w(®°(z)) for a suitable, decreasing w € C2([r/2,r]). Since
D®°(z) = —D®°(—x), we have, for 2 # 0 (which can be assumed henceforth as
0¢A)

Du(z) = w'(®°(x)) DO°(z) = —w'(®°(z)) DO°(—z). (43)
Therefore, as we are assuming w’ < 0, (40) and (41) and the 0-positive homogeneity
of D®° give

so that
—div (®?~'(Du(z)) D®(Du(z))) = div <x

(v [ (@ (@) )+ Ny Cw @)

We compute

LW @ @PT (= 1) (@ (@) (8 () D)
& (2) & (2)
(/@ (@) D)
(@°(2)?

and note that, by the 1-positive homogeneity of ®°
(m,Déo(x)) = d°(x),
hence

div (97 (Du) DO(Dw) = (p— 1) (~w!(@°)7 2 w(@%) + (v — 1) T

It thus suffices to choose a decreasing w so that

(—w' (1)~

(p—1) (' ()P 2 w"(t) + (N — 1) =0

which is equivalent to
(=@ e¥=1) =0
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All the strictly decreasing solutions on R of the latter ODE are given by

(1) = ﬁt(P—N)/(P—l)—i—B ifp#£N
Alogt+ B ifp=N

for arbitrary A < 0, B € R, and if m > 0 it is readily verified that we can indeed
choose A < 0, B € R in such a way that

w(r/2) =m, w(r) =0

and therefore also w’ < 0. For such a choice, the corresponding u = w((iJO) fulfils all
the requirements, as the interior normal to {®° < r} is —D®°/|D®°| and by (43)

D° ol s . 3
Opu = — (v,w'(CI)O) D<P°> = —w'(®°) |D®°| > 0
|D®e|

O

Proposition 4.5. Suppose § is bounded and connected with C? boundary, H €
CHRN) N C>=(RN \ {0}) is positively p-homogeneous and fulfils (33), and f €
C (R, [0, 4+00[) obeys (10). Then any critical point u for J is C1* (), u > 0 in Q
and

— >0 on 09 (44)

where n 1s the interior normal to OS).

Proof. Any critical point for J (which, under the stated assumption is a C* func-
tional) is a weak solution of (3) with non-negative and subcritical left hand side.
The boundedness and positivity of u has already been discussed and its regularity
up to the boundary follows from (33) and [36]. Let ® be the Minkowski functional
of {H < 1}, so that H = ®P, and let A, be given in (42). Since 9Q is C? and
d° € C*(RN \ {0}), for any z¢ € 9N there exists 21 € Q and r > 0 such that

1+ A, CQ, (.%‘1 +A7T> NN = {.’1?0}
Let

m = inf{u(z) : ®°(x — x1) =7/2} >0
and choose the corresponding u given in the previous Lemma. The weak comparison
principle in Proposition 3.2 ensures that w > w, which in turn implies (44). O

5. Proof of the main result.

e Step 1

Given u € Cj, by Lemma 3.1 we can assume that F' > 0 on ]0,4o00[. Consider
the sequence (u,) given in Propositions 4.2 and 4.3, solving the corresponding
regularised problems. Suppose we can prove that c,(,,) < 0. Since u, — u almost
everywhere in  , so does p(uy) to ¢(u), hence being u (and thus ¢(u)) continuous
in , we will have c,,) < 0.

Therefore we can assume that H € C*(RY)NC>(RN \ {0}) fulfils (55) for some
given 0 < A < A (and is therefore strictly convex). Moreover, proceeding as in [10,
Section 4.1] (with obvious modifications in the case w is a first positive Dirichlet
eigenfunction), we can assume that € is strongly convex with smooth boundary. In
particular, the strong minimum principle and the Hopf Lemma apply, so we can
choose n > 0, 3 € ]0, 1] such that u € C1#(Q) and furthermore

infu >0, Ou > 0 on 0f2, inf |Du| > 0. (45)
Q, on A\Q,
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We aim at proving that for any given ¢ € 0, 7] (which we’ll assume henceforth),

Co(u) <0 in 96/2 X Q6/2 X [Oa 1]a (46)
(see (14) for Q5), which will prove the theorem. In doing so, we can also assume
that § is so small that 0Qs/5 is strongly convex and smooth.

e Step 2
Denoting a?/? = (a?)'/? for any a € R, we define the family of integrands (recall
that F' is oddly extended to R)

ya
2 2

1
Gelt2) = [EF(t)P + H%(Z)} —F(t)
and corresponding auxiliary functionals
1 P
I.(u) = 7/ [g Flu)s + H%(Du)} * da —/ F(u)dz (47)
Q Q
If w is not a first positive Dirichlet eigenfunction, by [10, Lemma 4.1], for any
sufficiently small & problem
inf {Ig(u) Tu € Wolp(Q)}
admits a minimiser u. with the property that
Us = U in C?(Q). (48)

Indeed, the proof of [10, Lemma 4.1] can be repeated verbatim when w is not a first
positive Dirichlet eigenfunction, since only the uniqueness of the minimiser w of J
is used therein and the latter is granted by the strict convexity of H (due to the
previous point) and Lemma 3.1, (29) and Proposition 3.4. When u is a normalised
first positive Dirichlet eigenfunction we instead consider

inf {Is(u) tu € Wy (Q),u >0, |ul, = 1}

and proceed in the same way, using again Proposition 3.4 to ensure weak conver-
gence of u. to u, as well as (48) by uniform C?(Q) bounds.

e Step 3
We now improve the convergence of u. — u beyond the C” level. Any u. defined
above satisfies weakly the Euler-Lagrange equation for I,

—div (D,Ge(ue, Due)) + 04 Ge(ue, Due) =0

which is more explicitly computed as

—div ((EF(ug)f’ + H%(Dus))¥Dh;; (Dus)>
(49)
= f(u.) [1 5 (e F(u.)? + H? (Du.)) * F(uE)P] .

Note that (48) and the positivity of u ensure that given any § € ]0,7|, there
exists C' > 0 such that for a sufficiently small e (which will be assumed henceforth)
it holds

1

g Sue< C in Q54 (50)
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and therefore, F(u.) is uniformly bounded from above and below by a positive
constant. Thanks to Lemma A.1, point 2, Tolskdorff local regularity theory [42]
applies , ensuring that

H“Ellcl,ﬁ(m) <C (51)

for a B8 € ]0,1[ (possibly different from the one in (48)) depending on Q, H, N,p
and C > 0 with the same dependencies and additionally on ¢ and [|u[|z~(q), but
none of them depending on . We’ll assume henceforth that § < «, the Holder
continuity coefficient of f. In particular It follows that u. — u in Cl(m) by
Ascoli-Arzeld. Further regularity can be obtained noting that by (50) and the
boundedness of H(Du,), the matrix D?G. is strongly elliptic in /4 thanks to
Lemma A.1, point 2. The difference quotient method yields u. € Wéf(ﬂg /a), with
any partial derivative w = Qju., i = 1,..., N obeying

—div (DgGE(u67 Du,) Dw) = div (0uD,Ge(ue, Dus) w + €; 0, Ge (ue, Dug))
weakly in 5/4. Using the C1P regularity of u., we see that
D2G.(uc, Duy) and 0uD,Gc(ue, Dus) w + €; 0, Ge(ue, Dug)

are $-Holder continuous in €25/3, so that local linear regularity theory ensures w €
C1P(Qs)3), i.e.us € C*P(Qs/3). As e — 0, the C*#(Qys/3) norm of u. may blow
up, but by (45), for sufficiently small £ it holds

inf |Duc| > 0,

Q\Qy
therefore, by looking at (57), we see that D2G. is strongly elliptic in  \ £2,,, with
ellipticity constants uniformly bounded from below and above as ¢ — 0. We con-
clude by local elliptic regularity theory that, given ¢ € ]0,n[, for any sufficiently
small € it holds

||Us||c2,ﬁ(m\95) <C (52)
with C' depending only on Q, H, N, p, d,n and ||u|o, but not on e.

e Step 4

Let ve = ¢(ue). We claim that, for any sufficiently small § € ]0,n[ and, corre-
spondingly, sufficiently small ¢, ¢, cannot assume a positive maximum on 9(£2;5/5 x
Qs5/2) x [0,1]. Indeed, Proposition 2.2 applies to u, so that for any sufficiently
sufficiently small &, v = @(u) fulfils (17) in Q\ Qs and (18) for all g € 2\ Qs,
x € Q\ {zo}. From the uniform bounds (51) and (52) proved in the previous step,
we infer by Ascoli-Arzeld that

Ue — U in 01(96/2)002(96/2\95).

Since u. fulfils (50) for sufficiently small € and since ¢ € C’IQO’CQ(]RQ, the previous
convergence holds true for v, as well. Note that 05,5 C Q\ €25, hence v fulfils (18)
for all zp € 95,2 and & € Q52 \ {xo}. Then Proposition 2.5, applied to the family
ve and v on the strictly convex set {25/, ensures that for any sufficiently small € > 0
(18) holds true for v. at all points zg € 92, © € Qs/2\ {zo}. Finally, Proposition

2.4, applied to such functions v. on €5/2, proves the claim.
e Step 5

For € and v, as above and My as in (5), we look at the equation fulfilled by v..
The proof of the last statement of Lemma 3.1 still holds for the functional I. and
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its minimiser u., showing that

M, = supu, < My.
Q
Let ¢ = ¢~ 1, so that for ¢ € |0, M.] it holds

o'ty = F5 (1),

W (s) = F7 (4(s)).
We thus have F'(u:) = F(1(v:)) and
H(Du.) = H(¢'(ve) Dv.)

F(y(ve)) H(Dve)
where we used the positive p-homogeneity of H in the last step. Similarly, by the
positive 1-homogeneity of DH?/?

(53)
(DH?)(Du.)

¥/(ve) (DH?)(Dve) = F (3 (ve)) (DH?)(Dr).

We look at equation (49) for v.. For the left hand side we compute
2 2 p—2 H%

div ((EF(ua)p + H?(Du.)) * DE (Du8)>

= div <F1é<¢(v5>) (¢ + H?(Dv.))

2
=2 Hop
2D (DUE))
2
1 1
p

F7r ((ve)) f((ve)) ¥ (ve)

e+ HE(Du.))™ <D h;; (Dv.), Dv£>
1—1 . 2 p_2 H%
+ F 7 (P(ve)) div <(€+HP(DUE)) > D 9 (DUE)>
= (1= 2) fwlo) e+ 13 Do) (Do

+ F'75 (1h(ve)) div <(5 +H#(Dv.)) 2 D

2
=2 H»
P2 p (DU€)>
where we used v¥/(s) = F/P(1(s)) and that, being H?/? positively 2-homogeneous,

(DH%(D%L Dvs) —2H% (Dv.).
The right-hand side of (49) is, again by (53),

fWJP—Z@Hwﬁ+Hﬂ&m)

ot [1- £ e+ 13 () 7|
Hence v, satisfies

— F'"5 (4(ve)) div ((5 + H7 (Dv.))
F002) |15 (e 4 (Do)

which rewrites as

2
p—2 P

3 1{2 (D’l]g)) =

D
+ (1 - ;) (e + H} (Dv.)) "™ HE(Du.)

__J@e)
F'=5 (4(vz))

pP—2
2

—div (DH.(Dv.))

(54)
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where

P
2

Ho(z) = (e + H7(2))
b(2) = p+ ((p— V) HE () = ) (e + HE ()T,

e Step 6
We finally exclude that, for € and v, as above, ¢,_ attains a positive maximum
on Q572 X Q5/5 x [0,1]. Note that

(M)

be(z) 2 b(0) =p—e
which is positive for sufficiently small e. On the other hand, for s € v.(Q2s/2) C
10, o(M.)] it holds

f((s))

_1

F7o (4(s))

which is non-increasing since v is non-decreasing and F'/? is concave, while
F(¥(s))
f((s))

= (F7) (y(s))

W(s) = (FH0() = P73 @) S0() /() =

so that
F'"5(y(s) _ ¢"(s)
FW(s) ()

which is convex by Lemma 2.6, point 2. Finally, since v. € C*(Q5/2), (54) rewrites

—Tr (D*H.(Dv.) D*v,) = Mbs(ms)

F'75 ((ve)
and since H(Dv,) is bounded in €52, Lemma A.1, point 2, grants the strong
ellipticity of D?H_(z) for z € Dv.(825/2). Therefore Proposition 2.1 ensures that
¢y, cannot attain a positive maximum on €255 X €5/ x [0, 1]. By step 4 we conclude
that, given a sufficiently small §, for any sufficiently small ¢ > 0, ¢,. < 0 on
Q572 X Q5,2 x [0, 1] and taking the limit for € | 0, we infer (46), proving the theorem.

Appendix A. Ellipticity estimates. In this appendix we prove strong ellipticity
estimates for the auxiliary integrands constructed during the proof of Theorem 1.1,
starting from a smooth, positively p-homogeneous H obeying

Az[P7? [v]? < (D*H(2)v,v) < Alz[P72 jo]? Vz e RV \ {0}, v e RY.  (55)

Their proofs are variants of [20, Appendix A], where (55) is shown to be a conse-
quence of the strong convexity of {H < 1}.

Lemma A.1. Suppose H € C*(RY) N C2(RN \ {0}) is positively p-homogeneous
and fulfils for 0 < X\ < A the ellipticity estimate (55).
Then

1. H?/? is strongly elliptic in the sense that there exists positive X, A depending
only H and p such that for any z,v € RN it holds

M2 < (D2H*7(2)0,0) < R of? (56)
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2. For any 6 > 0 the function

Hy(z) = (9 + H%(z))

Wk

fulfils

Y <0+H%(z)>% l0]> < (D*Hy(2) v,0) < A (9+H%(z))

2

> (57)

for all z,v € RN, where X,]\ are positive numbers depending on H and p but
not on 0.

Proof. From the positive p-homogeneity of H we get

pH(z)=(DH(2),2), p(p—1)H(z)= (D*H(2)z,2) (58)
as well as
D?H(z)z = (p—1)DH(2). (59)
Let
i DH(z)
° [DH(2)]
be the exterior normal to the level sets of H. Then by (58) for any z # 0
H(z)
Z,Nz) =D = Cl2
(#n2) =P 5y = ¢
where
H(z) H(z)

c=cH,p)=infp——+-—=inf p—r—
Hop) = p g~ P Da )

(where we used the p-positive homogeneity of H and of |[DH(z)||z|), which is finite
and positive. In particular any v € RV can be uniquely written as

v="kz+t with k € R, t € RN, (t,n.) = 0. (60)
We clearly have
o] < 2 (1t + &% |2]*) .
On the other hand, by Schwartz inequality
[v] = [(v,nz)| = [k[ (2,n2) = clk[|z],

while by triangle inequality and the latter estimate
1
o< lol+ 6112 < (14 1) o

All in all, we have found a constant C' = C(H,p) such that for any z # 0 and all
v € RN decomposed as in (60), it holds
1
c
Decomposition (60) allows the following computations for z # 0. Thanks to (58)
and (DH(z),t) = 0, we have

(DH(z)v,v)* = k*(DH(z),2)* = p* H*(2) k*. (62)
On the other hand,
(D?H(2)v,v) = k* (D*H(2) 2,2) + 2k (D*H(2) 2,t) + (D*H(2) t,t)
=p(p—1)H(2)k* + (D*H(2)t,1)
thanks to (58), (59) and again (DH(z),t) = 0.

(K |21 + [t%) < [v]* < C (K [ + [t]?). (61)

(63)
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With these tools at hand, let us prove assertion (1) of the Lemma. Being H?/? a
positively 2-homogeneous function, D>H?/? is 0-homogeneous, hence it suffices to
consider the case z € {H = 1}. We compute

D2H% (z) = % H"(2) {2;73 H™'(2) DH(z) ® DH(z) + DQH(Z)]

so that for a given z € {H =1}

(1% (2)v.0) :% {2 pp (DH(2) v, 0)? + (DQH(z)v,v)] . (64)

Inserting (62) and (63) in (64) gives, for any z € {H = 1},
2
(DQH%(Z) U,v) — 2k ¢ . (D*H(2)t,1)
and using (55) we obtain
2, 2A —2 1412 272 o, 2A —2 1412
28 4+ =2 el < (D Hp(z)v,v) <2+ SR

Since |z| is uniformly bounded from above and below on {H = 1}, the two-sided
estimate (61) provides (56) for z € {H = 1}, and thus for all z € RY by 0-
homogeneity.

To prove assertion (2), we set H = HY P which is 2 homogeneous and satisfies
(56), so that

A standard computation gives

p—

2

p—2

2 b >
D?Hy(z) = (9+H(z)) T

DH(z) ® DH(z) + DQﬁ(z)] .

For z # 0 and v € RV, we consider again the decomposition (60), so that (62) and
(63) applied to H (so that p = 2 therein), give

(D*Hg(z)v,v)

p ~ p52 p—2 =9 9 ~ 9 5
==—(0+ H(z — AH*(2)k*+2H(2)k*+ (D°“H(2)t,t
50+ 0) T | S g e () + (D*H(2) ﬂ
S N F 0+ DH(z) 5 1,
=plO0+H(z — H(z)k*+ = (D*H(z)t,t)| .
p(6+ () S @R (PG
Next note that
0t (-1t . 0+ (-1t
ap ==min{l,p -1} = %23974-15’ by .—max{l,p—l}_iggw

which are positive and independent of 8, hence (56) provides

Pﬁﬂ@ﬁ+§mﬂ (D2 Hol)v.0), [ <>W+§uﬂ (65
p(o+ M ))
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where X and A are given in (56), hence are independent of §. Since His positively
2-homogeneous and vanishes only at the origin, we readily have

1 ~
Sl < () < Cpaf

for a constant C'= C'(H, p), and using these inequalities in (65) together with (61)
provides (57) with the stated dependencies. O
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